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ABANDON HOPE

Neilier Mrs Edwards Nor Samuel Greason
it fiv

i

So Han g Tomorrow for Murder of

Womaus Husband

PARDONS v

IN BOTH

oroipGing Arguments Induce Continuance
After Brief Deliberation Four Witnesses

Never i to Be Produce d

HAIlRISBURG Feb 15 Neither Samuel Greason nor Mrs Kate Ed
wards will be hanged at Reading tomorrow the date fixed for their execu
tion for the murder of the womans husband j

Strong arguments were brought to bear for a continuance of the case
These so convincing that the of pardons was able to reach a
decision to that effect after comparatively short deliberation
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Th reasons given as inducing the
action pf the board in continuing the
cases are

In view of the dissent on the part of
three justices of the supreme court
from the Opinion of the court in refusing
the peUUon pf Samirei Greaspn for an
order authorizing a new trial in the
court or oyer and terminer of Berks

arid in v ew of the statement of
counsel for Greasbn that they liaye four
witnesses never exara laedi
depositions they desire to takc pre
sent to the suprSme court for its con
sideration the application for a continu
ance In the Edyr sr s ease is granted
and application for rehearing in the
Greason case is granted

Petition for Greason
When the board of jne t thJfe

ern presented a petition for a r
Jiearins for Greason I

ihe petition recites that at the JtrJa
Mrs Edwards swore 4 g 8 J i
Gceasonj that she has BPnfpss d her
testimony was false that was
In securlhg apnimutation pr the death
sente it would testify against
Greason and that ha has not had a fair
trial and a chance for life

It alsO said that Mrs Edwards
confessed to her spiritual adviser that j

She had swx rn falsely Greason

for Mrs ds i

Mr Lentz her counsels asked that
John H ttptherme i be heard as he
wanted to urge continuance of the
Greason ease Mr Lentz himself pre
Eented many petitions and letters sent
to him In behalf of Mrs Edwards

Mr Rothermel pleaded for a rehearing
for GreaspH on the strength of Mrs

confession exonerating G rea
son A point made was that witnesses
contradiction of the of Mary
Edwards the daughter corroborated
Mrs Edwards confession

After ti little more argument the
retired and after deliberating

about twenty minutes continued the
cast 0 Mrs Edwards A rehearing In
the Greasqn Ciise was also granted

E p Drisher told the story pf the con
fes ion and asked for a continuation o f
the case

The deatn warrants will be withdrawn

Woman Stunned Man
Laughs at the News

READING Pa Feb 15 Mrs Kate
Edwards almost fainted from joy when
she heard the news that her case had
been continued for a month by the
board of pardons

Samuel Greason laughed out loud
when told of the stay of execution

The relief from the suspense was
shared from Warden DeTurk down to
the turnkey and all were happy that

j
The lake depression of Tuesday

morning has advanced to the St Law
rence valley and diminished somewhat In
energy A depression has ap

In Manitoba moving eastsoutn
east An area of high pressure of con
siderable extent covers the Mississippi
valley and eastern Texas to which re
gion it has advanced from the Dakotas
since Tuesday morning

The platen high has not altered its
nor changed in intensity dur
last twentyfour hours

There has been no precipitation of
consequence in any pant of the country
except that snow has fallen from
the middle Mississippi valley eastward
to the upper and
New Xork

The temperature has risen eastern
and and there has
been a marked fall In Iowa where tem
peratures are fourteen degrees to six
teen below zero this morning

Generally fair weather will continue in
all parts of the Washington forecast dis
trict and except that
now is probable along the lower lakes

The temperature not change ma
warmer weather is

probable Thursday In the upper Ohio
valley and lower region

TEMPERATURE
8 a m 33

12 noon 27

J p m 26

DOWN TOWN
Registered Afflecks Standard Thermometer
8 a m

12 hbon 26
1 p m

THE SUN
Sup sets today i 536

rises 651

TIDE TABLE
High tide 420 p m

tide today 1116 p m
High tide tomorrow 450 a m 520 p m
J w tide tomorrow 1121 a m
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there might yet be no hanging The
gibbet Was hastily removed from the
prison yard to the storeroom Under
Orders of Warden Deturk

Messenger Arrives
The big bell in the prison j

the hour of 11 oclock when a blue
coate d messenger boy dashed up the
prison and pulling the entrance
gong hurried by the doorman crying
breathlessly

GreasOn Edwards
Warden DeTur was In the main car

ridor To hInt the messenger delivered
the despatch

The warden tore open the envelope
As he read the wor he hurried Up the
steps to the second tier where Mrs
Edwards sitting in her cell was count
tag off the minutes to her end

Mrs Stunned
The warden stopped before the grated

and fsrnilinjf Mrs Edjvards said
g23r t aij j iieie is good
nfews fbrybu t have a from
Mr entzr your counsel which reads
Greas pn Edwards case cOntinued a

ni pnJH
The woman was seated on cot and

did not at first seem to grasp the Import
of tlie message Almost completely col
lapsed by her approaching doom her
mind torn by many emotions she failed
at first to understand She rose unstead
ily to her feet and as she swayed it came
to her that she was not to die on the
morrow x

Her Prayers Heard
Thank God gasped in her Ger

man dialect You could tell me no
news that would please me better God
Is good and he has prayers

Sirs Edwards halt turned and fell
prostrated and overcome on her bed
She sobbed aloud for many minutes and
then sank upon her knees and prayed

hardly believe that it is trueshe said afternoon I had givenup all hope though I knew my God
hal not forsaken me Oh that they had
riot taken my little Alma me I
would that she could be with me again
1 have every confidence now that I shallnever be hanged

Warden Tells Greason
Warden DeTurk told Greason of the

news and the negro chuckled as If he
had heard a joke Then he said

Oh I am so mighty glad
When they left him Greason began to

sing to himself Greason never lost his
courage during all the period of his in
carceration and his stout heart won
him many friends in the prison War
den DeTurk gave immediate orders toremove the gallows from the prisonyard

The warden said he was very gladthat the pair had been granted a stayof execution Reading expresses theconfident this afternoon thatneither Mrs Edwards nor Greason willever hang
Counsel for Mrs Edwards and thenegro Greason left here at 7 oclockthis morning for Harrlsbtirg to lay befcre the board of pardons a petition fora continuation of sentence but few believed it would be of avail
While outside In the prison yard thecarpenters weie quietly preparing thegallows Mrs Edwards sat on her cot

in her narrow cell this morning ravaged by recurring convulsions of a nerv
ous complaint and the victim of her
own contending emotions The wretch
ed woman was in a state of almostcomplete collapse

Grieves for Alma
They said of her at the this

morning that the womans life passed
out when little Alma the of her
illicit lover was taken from her on
Monday and sent away

The little girl will be taught to forget
her mother who bore and raised her
within the prison walls after her arrest

Mrs Edwards thinks only of
and her children scattered over theountry and broods on the memories
of other days When not

and hysteria the womnnstare at the brick wnll across
the cell door allonfe with her thoughts

for neither Mrs Edwards or Groason
have a death watch

The prison matron Mrs Sallie New
comet makes her rounds of the corri
dora through the Jay and stops for
few moments to comfort the woman
The condemned are kept understant surveillance The woman is weak
ened by loss of sleep and food andonly holds up by strong stimulantsHer hysterical convulsions are awfulto see

Dr Schemehl the prison physician
has her in his constant care

Woman Murderess Had
Abandoned All Hope

Late yesterday afternoon the Rev
Stephen Schweitzer a German
clergyman who continued and married
Mrs Edwards who administered th

Continued on Second Page
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Rope Broke But His
Death Was Instan

tanepiis

SORRY FOR HIS CRIME
j t

Oh My pid LKill the

claimed

BRIDGETQNv N J v l eb 15At 957
this morning Frank Raisinger paid
penalty with death on the gallows for
the brutal murder Of his yrjetty young
wife on the little farm near Shlloh
October IS

It was just 515 when Sheriff
witn hisjury proceeded down the long
corridor to the condemned mans cell
and said

Fran k you will now make ready for
the death march

After reading the death warrant he
him he would now have the opppr

tunity to talk as he would not be al
towed to say anything on the stand

Turning to his spiritual adviser tIle
Rev Dr Stultz who has been his con
stant attendant Rais inger said

What I told you and my father abou t
the killing of my wife is the truth Oh

hy did I kill the dear girl I will soon
be with her though I am prepared to

my God The verdict was the
only one that could be given I hold no
malice toward anyone

His Last Words
These the last words

earth The death march was start
ed Raislnger le d by Constables Elmer
Simpkins and Robert Ayres was fol
lowed closely by the Rev Dr Stultz
and the Rev John H Bosweli who rea

all the Way to the gallows
Then came the sheriff followed by the
jurors appointed by the court to wit

the execution
down the corridor to

the rear of the
Raisin goj between guards

and followed the s sheriff
the scaffold with a steady but ratherfaint tread and took his place on thetrapdoor The

Diament immediately placed the
ricose around pulled down the
black cap over his head the
lever

Body Dropped With Crash
With a crash the body break

ing the rope the body rebounding the
head striking the crossbeam of the
scaffold The spectators were horrified

Death is believed however to have
been instantaneous Subsequent exami
nation indicated that Raisingers neck
had been broken by the fall Four men
ran up the scaffold steps and grasped
the rope at the open trap They held

suspended for nine minutes
until the doctors pronounced death posi
tive

There were one hundred witnesses to
the hanging forty from the Inclosure
and sixty from windows in the jail and
from the barn Raisingers spiritual ad
viser Rev Dr Stultz told him yester
day morning for the first time that
there was to be a petition presented be

the court of for his re
prieve The change in
countenance was wonderful the
thoughts of a hope seemed to make an
other man of him and he was more
cheerful than he had been since his
confinement

Arose Haggard and Weary
But as the sun went down and night

dawned and no tidings came lie began
to grow restless

He slept but little last and rose
early this morning haggard and weary

He dressed and commenced to read
his Bible immediately He ordered a
hearty breakfast of eggs fried po
tatoes sausage bread and coffee but
ate very little of it still seeming to be
unusually restless

The Rev Dr Stultz and the Rev
John Bosweli remained with him sing
ing and praying until the last minute
It seemed to him and he soon
recovered his onetime stolid manner
Ha went bray to his death

Raisinger in Sudden Anger
Murdered His Young Wife

I The crime for which Raisinger today
paid the penalty was peculiarly brutal
and had rttendant circumstances such
as can hardly be imagine by even

i those thoroughly familiar with the his
tory of criminology

On the afternoon October 18 last
Mrs Raisinger who had been married
but three years previously to Frank

i Raisinger a young farmer was found
dead on the floor of her kitchen with
a gaping wound in her left side
above the heart Two shots had been
fired into her body at close range both
bullets entering at the same spot

Her husband stood by her side when
Everett Sheppard a twelveyearold
boy entered the kitchen after
the shots The gun which belonged to
Raiariger was lying across Rais

arm and gave the appearance of
suicide

Not Suspected at First
J At iirst no suspicion was directed to
ward the husband as the coroners phy
s examination disclosed the fact

the woman had been maltreated be
fore she had been shot giving color
the belief that her murderer had been
some one who had first attempted to as
sault her Her body was bruised and
her clothes torn

RalsinKen when questioned as to his
knowledge of the affair said he had been
in the barn with his wife when she sad

left him and went to the house tc
attend to her household He heard
htr singing about her work

After about half an hour he heard a
muffled noise as a door had
slammed but thought nothing of it at

Continued on fkcrmd Paurel
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PAINTER WHO FELL TO HIS hEATH
The Police Are Seeking to Ascertain Whether Accident or Design Is Respon

sihle for the Loss of His Life

Distr ict Goanmissipnfers ixx

Makc Fav orable Report

ONLY CHANGE Jir SLIGHT

General Harries Oppose iidwI gis ia
A i rvtion Prom jiletionflt

The District this l
ernoon agreed to make a favorahfe re
port on Senator Gallingers

bill with one amendment
The only feature of the proposed bill

they d sire to change is the date
named by which the railway companies
are to provide vestibules for
cars They prripose to substitute De
cember 1 for Cjctober L

The WtisViJngton Railway and Electric
Company not only opposes the proposed
legislation jut does not promise to
by October 1 but does not prom to
retire all its bid rolling stoc k in favor
of new vestibuled cars before the year
isos

This is the substance of a letter re
ceived today 1t S Engineer Commiss ioner
Biddle from George H Marries vice
president of the company in reply to
Colonel Biddles request for an expres
sion of opinion on tlie subject from the
street railway companies of the DIs
frlct

Statement of General Harr ies
The statement by General Harries is

similar in tone to his Interview with a
representative of The Times last Satur
day He announces that his company
does not contemplate putting vestibules
on cars at present or in the near future
He does not Intend to construct vesti
bules at all in fact As new cars are
bought or bu rtt they will include vesti
bides but no protection will be furnish
ed the mptbrmen on the present cars
until these cars are superseded by new
roiling stock

General letter is as follows
Replying to your favor of the 10th

instant requesting my views on Senate
bill 7122 requiring street railway com
panics m the District of Columbia to
equip their cars with vestibules let me

work for four years past
At this time all of our suburban cars

are vestibuled and we have adopted as
our standard car the vestibule car now
operated between the Capitol and Mount
Pleasant and on the H street line

Will Complete Work in 1908
Continuing the standardization of our

rolling stock we expect to equip the
Eleventh street line with standard cars
during the present year F street Ninth
street and North Capitol street will fol
low so that we reasonably expect to
complete the work of retiring our old
rolling stock by the year 1908

There Is nothing in our plans looking
to the putting of vestihules on cars
which are so to be succeeded by
the standard vehicle So far as I can
see there is no necessity for vestibule
legislation for we steadily carrying
put the plans we adopted long before
any crusade on this subject had local
existence

SKELETON OF DODO
IN NATIONAL MUSEUM

The only dodo in the United States or
rather his or her skeleton is in the
National Museum It arrived Monday
from Europe and is now the chief ama
ment on the mantlepiece of Dr True

The dodo was purchased from an
European healer in answer to a call for
offers of something unusual for the
Lewis and Clark Exposition The dodo
inhabited Reunion island and thfe Isle
of France in the Indian ocean as lateas the thirteenth century

The birth had had no enemies and losing the powers of defense and flight it
fell an easy prey to the white man

VESTIBULE BILL
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Glotigliian Takes
an Appeal

VALIDITY

Contend Tliat wSi

signed a
ill of exception to the proceedings

Mrs Cecelia Cpughlan charged
a violation of the snow ordinance

The will now within the next teri
days be taken before the Court of Ap
peals where It will be decided whether

not the District Government has a
right to Impose fines on residents for
failure to remove the snow from the
3i in front of their homes

Ever since the ordinance went
into effect there have beta muttered
doubts on all sides as tp the va liditj
of the law but Mrs Coughlan is the
first to take active steps to bring the
question to test

Sidewalks Public Property
It is the contention PC the defendant

that the are Government or
Distr ict property and that the residents
of the city are in jio sense responsible
for their condition

It Is argued that no resident is helo
responsible for the condition of the
streets whether they be covered with
snow or clean torn up or unevenly
paved Why then It Is asked

should one be hejd responsible rot
the sidewalk merely because it
to be in front of ones house
it is the opinion of the that

the District Commissioners had no ight
tp enact such a law and that its en
fqrcemejit and the imposition of Jiiies
for failure to comply with Its demands
Is unwarranted

Tlie case Is being watched with great
Interest both by the District
and by property owners

Suit Filed to Restrain Emissions
From Purity Ice Compan ys

Chimneys

Flora M Gill May B f Miller Charles
H Krey and Thomas Martin by their
attorneys Lester i Price today filed
suit In the Equity Court against the
Purity Ice Company seeking to restrain
the company from permitting smoke to
escape from its smokestack in such a
manner as to injure the complainants
property

The hill is accompanied by more than
two dozen affidavits most all of which
are made by residents In the Immediate
neighborhood and who say they have
suffered from the Inconveniences and
damage alleged In the bill They say
soot frequently covers their houses
doorways windows and with a
greasy black substance

A letter from the Smoke Inspector ac
companies the bill and states that dur
lag the year ISM fortysix observations
of the smokestack connected with the
Purity Ice Companys plant were made
and thirtyfive violations of law noted
seventeen of which were of such a char
acter as to warrant prosecution in the
Police Court that In one of such prose
cutions John E the manager of
the defendant was 510
and in the other sixteen cases forfeited
collateral to that amount

Justice Anderson issued a rule against
the defendant requiring It to show cause
February 24 why the should not
be granted
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PAINTER

Warned By Stranger Not to Meet Eti
With Woman Who

Not Yt Corroborated
lQ Friends and Officers

gwp weeks ago my uncle aa anonymous letters telling Mp
to a person or several persons at a place downtown and he was pre
vented from keeping the engagement by a man ho stopped hun before he
arrived at his destination and Informed him that a woman was shadow
ing him and it would not be safe for him to go to his intended destina
tion
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This was the statement made to a
representative of The Times today by
Mary Shank a nlecje of Frank Hamby
the painter who fell
to his death from a scaffold suspended
from the roof of the Cairo apartment
near Sixteenth and Q streets northwest
on Monday morning

Did Iot Live With Wife
JHamby was married but Jt is said

did not live with his wife She it is
said has not been seen or heard of
since his death The pain ter was anon
union workman and lived with his sis
teri Mrs Thomas in

fary Is next to the oldest of six
daughters and knew a great deal about
her uncles business He seemed fond
of her and talked often to her about his
trials and worries

A letter which seemed to corroborate
What the n iece says was found in Ham
bya Yestipoeket when isis dy wafe

was to the he bt j
keep an ettgaf iieved that

this that the man t
MIss Shank speaks of prev hted

hlni from doing so Part of the letter

Aietter From Kate t
JNIy Dear Friend Mr inbii You did a

not keep your with me for
last Sunday although I expected you twas much put out Be sure to come
over next Sunday a I want to J

have a long chat you I broke an
engagement to keep the one with you i
and was disappointed Was sorry to j
learn that you had been sick Give my
love to your sisters as I think they are
awfully nice KATE

Have Been Confederate
The police are inclined to think that

the may have been a confederate
of persons who sought to harm him and t
was luring him into trap This is the j
positive of the relatives of the J

dead paipter know of no friend
of his by the name of Kate they say
and prior to the receipt of the letter in
which the engagement was mentioned
they know of no correspondence the
uncle of Miss Shank had with the wo
man i

The niece said her tacle returned j

earlier than he was expected on the j

night he started to meet some one He t
told the folks at home of what had oc
curred while on his way to the tryst

place
Thats Funny He Said jl

When my uncle came home that 4
night said Miss Shank he remarked j

runny said my uncle While I was
walking near the place a man came up
to me and warned me saying Be care
ful stranger youre watched My
uncle inyulred as to who was watching
him and the stranger said Its a wom
an Dont stop me or shell see me talk
ing to you With that the stranger
moved off and uncle concluded that he
had best not go to the place of meet
ing We did not think seriously of the
affair But the second letter in which
some one told him that they were dis
appointed at his not having kept tiis
engagement our suspicions He
did not pay much attention to the let
ter

The discovery of this letter and the
statement of the niece sheds a new light
on the death of the man and the police
are endeavoring to ferret out the mat
ter an d see if the sen ding of the letter
and tHe making of the engagement were
in any wise connected with Hanbys
death

Lynch Applies Test j

Assistant District Chemist Lynch has
the two ends of the rope which broke
and caused the mans fall These were
minutely examined at the places sup
posed to have been tampered and
saturated with ac id

The extreme ends which looked as
though they had come incontact with
some corrosive substance were cut off
Parts of the remainder of the rope
were then put in carbolic acid From
the examination ma de the strands
were taken out of this fluid it was
palpably evident that carbolic acid
played no part In the breaking of the
rope

Nitric acid will be used to test the
rope this afternoon The carbolic acid
hOrned the rope black and it became
as brittle as glass when the test was
completed That hydrochloric acid
brpught about the severance the rope

to be the personal opinion of
Mr Lynch although he has made no
official report and will not do so until
thorough tests covering possibly an
other day sire concluded

Today the assistant chemist said that
Prof Hird the head chemist not
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t the office and would not be for severanays Mr Lynch said tinners and
use hydrochloric acid in the

solder and it be that
t small pot of this fluid was overturned
n the rope while it was coiled ori the
round before put irita Use to swing

scaffold
Not Cut by Cornice

Theres no Question about It
risCn who attended the Coronejrs in afst
it the morgue yesterday and saw the
ope the cornice did not cut that rope
t was tampered with and acid
turned it brittle but black the
rick As to howthe got on the
ope or when the appllcatloii was Jn fd

dp not know but I will vouch for It
hat no man wilt that any
hirig but a corrosive caused
he collapse of that threerquarter inch
ope which has been tested shown
0 b0 able to stand a strain of
iounds The scaffold Used at the
vith Ham ort It did put thfft

on the at the riiost
all on Saturday Samoy

drhe been painting too long at
iizz heights to run tiny
f 1 Holds Witnesses
Coroner Nevitt expressed the opin ion
estprday after the inquest and be fore
he verdict of the jury received that
t corroji ive substance brought about
he break in the rope Because of the
eslimon y which pointed to the supposed
act that some had applied acid to
he rope Coronet Nevitt deemed it beSt

safest to hfld the witnesses at the
until Captain Boardman chief

if detectives could dIspatch detectives
here to talk with them This was done
n d the police investigation will be based
pon the statements made by the wit

at the inquest and that
Peck mid Pratt had with them
Captain Boardman said today MTin

were working on the house with the
and they use acid in the treat

Of solder It may be that this
ame in contact with the

of which caused Hambys
It is possible that some outside

who sought to bring hairin to
aLamby and the other men tampered
vith the rope It alt depends upon the

of the District Chemist I con
iidered it best to cut the ends of the
ope and send them to the Chemist
or examination and I understand

report will be made tomorrow If
le says that the cornice In two
hat ends the case so far as we con
erned Should he report that acid was
nstrjjmental in causing the rope to part
thd about Hambys death then we

proceed and ascertain If possible
the acid got on the rope If malice

jlayed any part the guilty parties will
e brought to justice

Talk of Labor Circles
The verdict of the Coroners jury and

testimony adduced at the inquest
the sole topic in labor circles to

Members of the firm by viom
was employed testified in such

positive manner at ths inquest that
the intimation that some person other
han a nonunion man had figure in
the could not be overlooked or

Coupled with the fact that some
time ago union men who ie sore on
Mr Ernest and his workmen because
they do not belting to the union I think
the death of Hamby these shady
C

of the employes of Ernst Funny
that an experienced painter used to

high above the ground rrdknowing how much depended upon the
security of the rope would venture out
Drt a scaffold twelve stories from the
ground unless he thought his rope was
safe and would not be cut in two

cornice That cornice did not do this
ob but something that does not be

on a painters rope When he Is
between the earth and the blue

did it I know there art treacherpersons in Washington who have
love for a nonunion Und

just as soon see him hurled into
as not Had we not discovered

hat cut rope some time ago possibly a
or two would have thea

6 one employed tay Mr Ernst tamper
with that rope then but was

with the same
Hambys body was released the

after the inquest yesterday
He lived at 149 Jefferson street
pstia the body after being pro

for burial was sentto Smithburg
Md for interment

Facts About the ope
The police say they have ascertained

rom Hambys employers that the rope
rom which the scaffold on the Cairo
vas suspended was comparatively new

been purchased about two
ago It was the usual sized

used for swinging scaffolds and
vas in perfect condition when it came

the possession of the Contracting
ja inters
It had been used on several jobs since

t had been purchased and showed no
flreaknesses On Saturday afternoon
he large coil of rpe and the ladder

i a naSis 36 It were taken to
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